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February 23, 2012


Dear Parent/Guardian:

Each spring the State of Connecticut mandates the administration of the CAPT – Connecticut Academic Performance Test. CAPT was mandated by the State legislature in 1990 and was developed by the Connecticut Department of Education. It assesses students in the areas of reading, writing, mathematics, and science. A schedule for the 2012 CAPT testing is enclosed. Please review the schedule carefully so that there is no confusion regarding student expectations during this very important testing process. 

Please note that during the weeks of March 5 – March 16 we will be administering CAPT testing. CAPT testing will take place on the mornings of Tuesday, 3/6 – Thursday, 3/8 and Tuesday, 3/13 – Thursday, 3/15.  Each day of a scheduled CAPT administration, testing will begin that morning at 7:25 a.m., at the start of the school day. Immediately following CAPT administration, classes will begin with the A4/B4 block for ALL students, which will also include all lunch waves. Please note that on Thursday, March 8, the B4 block will begin at 10:50 a.m. All grades will then follow an adjusted schedule of classes. Each day, the school day will end at the usual time of 2:02 p.m.

Simply put, all Grade 10 testers and Grade 11 re-testers will begin the CAPT test administration at the start of their typical school day (7:25 a.m.). The regular bus schedule will remain in place during the CAPT testing week. Grade 11 non-test takers and Grade 12 students must report to school each morning by the start of the A4/B4 block times as noted on the schedule. All Grade 9 students will be taking a practice CAPT test and will receive a separate mailing regarding the Grade 9 schedule during the CAPT testing period. Any student who is not testing and does not have transportation for late arrival can take their regularly scheduled bus into school for the 7:25 start time. They will then report to the cafeteria for study/activities during test administration.

 As noted on pages 6-8 of the Waterford High School Program of Studies, required competency in the four “Performance Standards” can be achieved in a variety of ways, one being a score ranging from 3-5 on each of the four academic areas of the CAPT. Students must achieve Band 3 in the four areas of the test prior to graduation, or meet those standards in a classroom setting by passing a benchmark assessment.

Juniors who received below Band 3 in one or more of the CAPT areas must retest in that area on the CAPT. These students will receive notification of the retest schedule. 

In addition, students who reach Band 4 in all areas will graduate as “CAPT Scholars”. Therefore, juniors who have not achieved Band 4 in one or more of the CAPT areas may choose to retest if they would like to reach “CAPT Scholar” status. A separate insert will be sent to juniors detailing exactly what test schedule they will follow, should they decide to retest. 

Please discuss the importance of CAPT with your son/daughter.  Your support will reinforce the need for maximum effort in this testing experience.  I would like to emphasize that best performance can be achieved with the help of a good night’s sleep. In support of our students taking the CAPT, Waterford High School will be providing breakfast to all testers each day prior to test administration.

If you have any questions regarding the CAPT test or the schedule outlined above, please feel free to call the Guidance Office or me at 860-437-6956.

Sincerely,




Donald Macrino
Principal
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