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WATERFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS SUMMER 2021

Update from the Waterford Board of Education

The Waterford Board of Education, in alignment with the District’s mission to ensure “...every
student acquires the skills and knowledge necessary to be a responsible citizen, prepared to con-
tribute and succeed in an ever-changing world.” , has approved the implementation of two part-
nerships, United Community and Family Services (UCFS) and Effective School Solutions (ESS),
to enhance and support our students’ mental and behavioral health and provide necessary
services for our students during these challenging times.

Waterford Public Schools will partner with United Com-
U [of =915 [=F1 [ 3 Tet= | 8 =) munity and Family Services (UCFS) starting in the 2021-
SCHfrovbﬁgz’EgRg%'gL';lccsi%%ng 2022 school year to bring two School Based Health Cen-
ters to Waterford, one at Waterford High School and the
other at Clark Lane Middle School. The partnership will provide comprehensive physical and
behavioral health and well care to all students who attend Waterford Public Schools.

Effective School Solutions, specializing in therapeutic

day programs within a district’s schools as opposed to Effective School Solutions
outplacement facilities, has connected with Waterford R

Public Schools to “implement culturally inclusive mental health programs that improve care,
strengthen outcomes, and maintain students in-district.” www.effectiveschoolsolutions.com.

We are excited to collaborate with these two organizations to provide support and care for our
students and enhance the mental and behavioral health programming in our district.

Please see page 4 and 5 for more information on these valuable services coming to
Waterford Public Schools.

Superintendent’s Message on Maintaining In-Person Learning Model

The Waterford Public School District plans to operate with full in- T Rt 1 T paraan
person learning for the 2021-2022 school year. In alignment with ':::::;:‘_"“‘:Tm:‘:
guidance from the CSDE, the district has published the Waterford CSDE ARP ESSER

Public Schools’ Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity
of Services Plan for the 2021-2022 School Year. The plan can be
found on the district website at

= https://www.waterfordschools.org/parents family/
policies procedures/reopening schools/
reopening schools - fall 2021.

Our district welcomes input and questions from the school commu-
nity and the public regarding the Safe Return to In-Person Instruc-
tion and Continuity of Services Plan. Please email all questions
and comments to the dedicated reopening@waterfordschools.org
email address.



https://www.waterfordschools.org/parents_family/policies_procedures/reopening_schools/reopening_schools_-_fall_2021
https://www.waterfordschools.org/parents_family/policies_procedures/reopening_schools/reopening_schools_-_fall_2021
https://www.waterfordschools.org/parents_family/policies_procedures/reopening_schools/reopening_schools_-_fall_2021
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Congratulatlons to the WHS Class of 2021
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Turn to page 6 for photos from
the Class of 2021




In the Schools...

BEAUTIFUL |
P -

Great Neck Elementary students and staff embarked on a chick hatching project this spring that brought the Great
Neck community together during a challenging year. Students throughout the school were able to witness, through
a livestream setup by the WPS IT Department, the egg development and hatching as well as the chick growth over
a number of weeks. As part of the chick hatching project the reading students presented the Cluck Cluck Report
each morning as part of the morning announcements. Erika Bassett, Literacy Intervention Teacher noted that “It was
a wonderful experience and one that helped them [students] to gain confidence in reading out loud to the entire
school.” The reading students also were able to name the chicks and read to them each day.

Cluck-Cluck
TReport

Check out the GN Reading

Room Chick Chick Video for
a first hand glimpse into the
Chick Project at Great Neck!

GN Reading Room Chick Chick Video (1)
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Check out the Principal’s Newsletters and Local Newscasts for
information on exciting school events and initiatives:

= QH - News 8 Broadcast -

— WHS - NBC 30 News Broadcast -

| — WHS - NEASC Accreditation Visit -
\

~


https://www.wtnh.com/on-air/whats-right-with-schools-on-air/theyre-writing-a-book-that-so-many-of-these-children-can-relate-to-former-quaker-hill-elementary-students-write-childrens-book-about-a-biracial-family/
https://www.wtnh.com/on-air/whats-right-with-schools-on-air/theyre-writing-a-book-that-so-many-of-these-children-can-relate-to-former-quaker-hill-elementary-students-write-childrens-book-about-a-biracial-family/
https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/damage-from-tropical-storm-isaias-turned-into-a-unique-learning-opportunity-for-students/2489574/
https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/damage-from-tropical-storm-isaias-turned-into-a-unique-learning-opportunity-for-students/2489574/
https://whs.waterfordschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_315391/File/News/Newsletter/2020-2021/WHS%20Parent%20Updates%20-%20April%202,%202021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxEryp_RLts
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Waterford Public Schools & UCFS Healthcare Partner to
Open Two School-Based Health Centers

Waterford Public Schools and UCFS Healthcare have partnered to open two School-
Based Health Centers (SBHC) located at Waterford High School and Clark Lane
Middle School. The partnership will provide comprehensive physical and
behavioral health and well care to students who attend Waterford Public Schools.
Both School-Based Health Centers will be available for ALL Waterford Public
Schools’ students starting in the 2021-2022 school year.

An APRN (Advanced Practice Registered Nurse) and two Behavioral Health
Clinicians who are experts in adolescent health and employed by UCFS Healthcare
will offer services. SBHC services and care will supplement and coordinate with
services and care provided by private pediatricians. Parental consent for services
“Having SBHC'’s will be required in accordance with all laws. Services are billed to insurance
[School Based Health carriers, and assistance is available for those who are not insured.

Centers] at two of SBHC'’s services will include yearly well-child examinations, vaccinations, sports
our schools will re- physicals, and acute and chronic care visits with an emphasis upon prevention
duce barriers to through early intervention and education. Behavioral Health will offer services in
health and through mental health assessments, substance use screenings and counseling.

our collaboration Waterford Public Schools Superintendent Tom Giard stated, “We are thrilled to
offer a model of con- partner with UCFS Healthcare to bring vital services to our schools. Having SBHC’s
at two of our schools will reduce barriers to health and through our collaboration
offer a model of continuum of care necessary for students. Valuable time is not lost
as students can be seen during the school day and return to their schedule as
permitted.”

tinuum of care nec-
essary for students.”

"We are very excited about expanding our partnership with Waterford Public
Schools,” said Jennifer Granger, President and CEO of UCFS. “Our experience
Superintendent providing school-based services at Norwich Free Academy, Norwich Technical High
School, Montville High School and in the Norwich Public Schools for the past several
years has shown how value-added in-school access to medical and behavioral
health services can be for active students and their busy families. We are a local
health and human service agency who knows this community well and are proud to
contribute further to the health and well-being of its youth through the UCFS SBHC at
Waterford Public Schools.”

Thomas W. Giard III,

For more information, please call 860-822-2803 or visit the UCFS website at
. More information from Waterford Public Schools will be sent out as
well to families in the near future.

What services are Top 5 Reasons to

: o use the School
provided at a SBHC? Based Health Center

health needs that can make learning difficult.

» Yearly well-child examinations | ' Convenient same day appointment.
. acralons 2. Removes barriers to care such as lack of transportation
. 3 Vi .
» School/sports physicals ; o P :
> ACU*QCOfe V|5|.f5' (e.g. sick visits, lacerations, injuries, etc.) 3. Decreases time away from the classroom which improves
» Chronic care visits (e.g. asthma, ADHD, etc.) academic success.
» Mental health assessments
> Substance use screenings 4. Improves students' achievement by taking care of behavioral
>

Evidence-based behavioral health tfreatment
5. Connects students and their families with insurance coverage.

The Connection ¢ Summer 2021 ¢ www.waterfordschools.org Click on the image above for the UCFS Presentation delivered
to the Board of Education on May 27, 2021.


http://www.ucfs.org
https://go.boarddocs.com/ct/waterford/Board.nsf/files/C3EK2W4FCEDB/$file/School Based Health Center -Waterford.pdf
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Waterford Public Schools Investment in Behavioral Health
Support for Qur Students

At the April 22, 2021 Board of Education meeting,
Effective School Solutions presented on their
intensive mental health programming designed to
assist districts with clinical support for students
facing emotional and behavioral challenges. This
program, currently working in over 70 schools
across 9 states and meeting the needs of over
2,000 students a year, is shown to increase
Waterford Public Schools academic and behavioral health performance

b amongst students.

With funding available through the American

e Effective School Solutions

Rescue Plan, Waterford Public Schools pursued

avenues to address the rising mental health needs
Click on the image above for the ESS Presentation delivered to

the Board of Education on April 22, 2021. of our students. Due to the extraordinary

challenges faced by our students, we continued to
be concerned about our student support center population with high mental health needs. Dr. Miguel Cardona,
Secretary of Education stated that "We need to make sure that through this American Rescue Plan we utilize
those resources to provide intervention and support, not only with the academic but almost more importantly the
social and emotional needs that our students are going to come to school with . . .". Waterford Public Schools
will implement ESS services beginning in the 2021-2022 school year.

“Effective School Solutions is a “symphony” of interventions, proven and designed to work together to positively
impact students.” Through their 3 tiered program, the district will receive support on multiple levels for

students.
= Tier 3 Intensive, In-School Clinical Support for
’ The ESS Approach
challenges

= Tier 2 lower level of care and crisis screening
for students with mild to moderate challenges

= Tier 1 support that provides teachers and staff

with mental health awareness and prevention Year Round shong
- Support and - .
P . . C h : Relat h
training to support students’ social-emotional " inical rotessional | | with School and
Program o District
needs. B CEELEED

We look forward to this partnership with
Waterford Public Schools and Effective Schools
Solutions and the positive impact received through

this service for our students.


https://go.boarddocs.com/ct/waterford/Board.nsf/files/C2ALWS551173/$file/Waterford BOE Presentation - ESS%2C April 22nd%2C 2021.pdf
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Lelebrating the Class of 2021

The WHS Senor Awards and Scholarships
Ceremony was held on June 8, 2021. We
are very proud of our Seniors - their hard
work, commitment to excellence and
support of our community is greatly
appreciated.

* Total Amount of Awards $107,500
* Total # of Awards 249
* Total # of Recipients: 113

The Waterford High
School Class of 2021
Graduation was held
on Tuesday, June 15,
2021 on the Waterford
High School field. A
recording of the cere-
mony can be viewed
on the WHS YouTube
channel.

WHS SENIOR
AWARDS

and
SCHOLARSHIPS

ASTERy,

Yinmios

gCEER) 0%594'
WARRORS



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15r0IKt3BLA
https://whs.waterfordschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_315391/File/News/Awards/Scholarships 2021.pdf

Waterford Board of Education Honors Retirees

On June 8th, the Waterford Board of Education had the privilege of honoring staff members who
retired after the 2020-2021 school year. We are thankful for the years of service that the following staff dedicated to the
Waterford Public School district and students. We wish them well in retirement!

View meeting at:
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WATERFORD PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

22 YEARS OF SERVICE AT
WATERFORD PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

N

SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER
AT CLARK LANE
MIDDLE SCHOOL

29 YEARS OF SERVICE AT
WATERFORD PUBLIC

SCHOOLS
QN »

SECRETARY AT
OSWEGATCHIE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

PAAPR()P ESSI()NAL AT
QUAKER HILL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

27 YEARS OF SERVICE AT
WATERFORD PUBLIG
SCHOOLS

22 YEARS OF SERVICE AT
WATERFORD PUBLIC
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WATERFORD PUBLIC
SCHOOLS
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdfhtwV3alk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdfhtwV3alk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdfhtwV3alk
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Free Summer Meals

The Waterford ’
and Nutrition
Services will of-
June 22- August 13
fer Free Summer For ALL Kids and teens 18 and under

Meals from June @ Free Summer Meals
22nd through o) Comidas de Verano Gratis
August 13, 2021 Pick Up Curbside +== Kids and teens 18 and under m

Nifios y adolescentes de 18 afios y menos
at Clark Lane At Clark Lane Middle School Free meals are avallable for kids and

teens all summer across Connecticut.

Middle School 9:30 ammtam ke
mmerMeals.org.

*Tuesdays: Pick Up 3 days of Breakfast & Lunch or visit www.CTSu

on Tuesdays and . Com cunumne 244
Y *Thursdays: Pick Up 4 days of Breakfast & Lunch zmﬁdmnm TExT CTmeals 10 877877

ThurSda.YS Via. June z2- August 13 P e B e A s de www.CTSummerMeals.org
‘envia CTmeals

Waterford Sthool Bining and Nutrition Services is on squst oppertursty provider m.v;u;uﬂum »' Q§DA ﬂ‘

curbside pickup. e — R

Summer Meals

What are Summer Meals? The Free Summer Meals Programs are an extension of the Federal School Meals Programs when
school is not in session. They are federally funded programs through the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and are
administered by the CT State Department of Education. Public schools or non-profit organizations typically make and distribute the
meals throughout the community.

Where are Summer Meals Offered? Summer Meals sites can be located in places like schools, playgrounds, parks, and even
libraries. They are available at over 500 locations throughout Connecticut during the summer. In Waterford, meals will be offered
at Clark Lane Middle School, 105 Clark Lane, Waterford. Waterford Public Schools will continue serving FREE Grab & Go meals
for Breakfast and Lunch two days a week during the summer. Starting June 22nd families can pick up 3 breakfast and lunches on
Tuesdays from 9:30am-11lam and 4 breakfast and lunches on Thursdays from 9:30am-11lam every week curbside at CLMS. Daily
Monday through Friday Meals (Breakfast & Lunch) will also be available to all Camp Dash and Summer Academy participants.

* IMPORTANT! For the safety of all, if driving please stay in your car and drive up for distribution. Drive up, pop your trunk for
distribution and a Waterford staff member will bring your meals to you!

To find other locations near you: Call toll-free 211 or Text "CTmeals" to 877877

What food is sexrved? Similar to the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, the Summer Meals Programs must
meet federal nutrition guidelines. A nutritious meal composed of fruits/vegetables, grains, protein, and milk is served. For menus,
visit the Waterford Public Schools website at

What is the cost? It's FREE for all children 18 and younger.

What do you need to register? Children do not need to be registered for any programs to receive a summer meal. All children
and teens 18 and younger are welcome at any location. There is absolutely no cost to the child or family for the meals, and there is
no ID, paperwork, or registration required.

ALL MEALS ARE FREE NEXT YEAR ALSO!!

*Our 2020- 2021 Award Winners ™
Rising Star Manager: Melissa Lambert, Waterford -L

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE

il
st Annual Virtual y Congratulations to Melissa Lambert, cook Manager at Quaker l !

Hill Elementary School on receiving the honor of being named
the 2021 Rising Star Manager by the School Nutrition Associa-
tion of Connecticut (SNACT). Recipients are awarded based on
their “accomplishments and sustained contributions to pro-

i; grams that advance good nutrition in our schools and commu-
nities.”


https://www.waterfordschools.org/parents_family/food_services/menu___prices
https://www.waterfordschools.org/our_district/news/announcements/free_summer_meals
https://www.endhungerct.org/services/summer-meals/
https://snact.org/page/Awards

Rotary Student of the Year Awards

Every year to highlight Education Month in May, the Waterford Rotary recognizes stu-
dents in all of the Waterford Public Schools who have exemplified leadership qualities
as well as community service. One student from each elementary school, one student
from each team at Clark Lane Middle School, and one student from each grade level at
Waterford High School received the Rotary Student of the Year Award. Four Juniors
from Waterford High School were also awarded the Rotary Scholar Award. This year
the Rotary award ceremonies were held via Zoom and all students were recognized
with a congratulatory letter and certificate that was delivered to them by their building
principal.

We congratulate the following students who were recognized by the Rotary as the Rota-
ry Students of the Year/Rotary Scholars and for portraying the Rotary Ideals:

Great Neck Elementary School -
Grace Payne-Smith

Oswegatchie Elementary School -
Lily Palazzo

Quaker Hill Elementary School -
Cecelia Foss

Clark Lane Middle School Grade 6 Egrets Team -
Antonia Stefano

Clark Lane Middle School Grade 6 Herons Team -
Hannah Hall

Clark Lane Middle School Grade 7 Osprey Team -
Aneeb Mirza

Clark Lane Middle School Grade 7 Coral Team -
Jennifer Macca-Barnes

Clark Lane Middle School Grade 7 Kingfishers Team -

Albert Wilson

Clark Lane Middle School Grade 8 Terrapins Team -

Jonathon Dorunda

Clark Lane Middle School Grade 8 Whelks Team -
Nicole Hoff

Waterford High School Grade 9 -
Payton Smith

Waterford High School Grade 10 -
Kyle Palmer

Waterford High School Grade 11 -
Madelyn Myers

Waterford High School Grade 12 -
Jack Lange

Waterford High School Rotary Scholar -
Zachary Gamble

Waterford High School Rotary Scholar -
Madison Gates

Waterford High School Rotary Scholar -
Abigail Maynard

Waterford High School Rotary Scholar -
Anne Seltzer

*  Clark Lane Middle School Grade 8 Sea Stars Team -
Hazel Siu
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Waterford Public Schools Stay Connected...
Craig R. Merriman, Board of Education Chairperson
Thomas W. Giard III, Superintendent

15 Rope Ferry Road

Waterford , CT 06385

Phone: 860-444-5852
Fax: 860-444-5870 ¢ BOE meetings are held on the 4th

Thursday of each month. For the
complete schedule of meetings, go to
the BOE section of the WPS Website.

¢ WPS Website - Visit

www.waterfordschools.org for up to date
BOE, school and event information.

Contact: Caroline Whittaker - Executive Administrative
Assistant to the Superintendent
E-mail: cwhittaker@waterfordschools.org

Download the WPS App to ‘stay
abreast’ of all the happenings at our
schools.

Waterford Public Schools is a community of learners that fosters
and supports high aspirations, ensuring every student acquires the

skills and knowledge necessary to be a responsible citizen, prepared
to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing world.

Follow us on Twitter : @WPS CT and
@WaterfordSuper
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http://www.waterfordschools.org
https://www.waterfordschools.org/board_members/meetings
https://www.waterfordschools.org/our_district/news/announcements/new_waterford_public_schools_app
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WaterfordSuper

